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HOUSE BILL NO. 325

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 63-15-4, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVISE THE PENALTIES FOR THE CRIME OF FAILURE TO HAVE AN INSURANCE
CARD; TO AMEND SECTION 63-16-13, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1872, TO
PROVIDE THAT ANY MONIES IN EXCESS OF THE AMOUNT NEEDED TO DEFRAY
THE EXPENSES AND COSTS OF THE VERIFICATION SYSTEM REMAINING IN THE
UNINSURED MOTORIST IDENTIFICATION FUND AT THE END OF A FISCAL YEAR
SHALL BE TRANSFERRED TO A SPECIAL FUND CREATED IN THE STATE
TREASURY FOR THE PURPOSE OF FUNDING A HIGHWAY PATROL TROOPER
SCHOOL; TO CHANGE THE VIOLATION FROM A CIVIL VIOLATION TO A
CRIMINAL OFFENSE FOR FAILURE TO HAVE MANDATORY MOTOR VEHICLE
LIABILITY INSURANCE; TO AMEND SECTION 99-19-73, MISSISSIPPI CODE
OF 1972, TO CREATE STATE ASSESSMENTS FOR THE UNINSURED MOTORIST
IDENTIFICATION FUND; TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 63-16-5, MISSISSIPPI
CODE OF 1972, FOR PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:
SECTION 1. Section 63-15-4, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:
63~156~4. (1) The following vehicles are exempted from the
requirements of this section:
(a) Motor vehicles exempted by Section 63-15-5;
(b) Motor vehicles for which a bond or a certificate of

deposit of money or securities in at least the minimum amounts
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required for proof of financial responsibility is on file with the
department;

(c) Motor vehicles that are self-insured under Section
63-15-53; and

(d) Implements of husbandry.

(2) (a) Every motor vehicle operated in this state shall
have a motor vehicle liability insurance policy that covers the
vehicle and is in compliance with the liability limits required by
Section 63-15-3(j). The insured parties shall be responsible for
maintaining the insurance on each motor vehicle.

(b) An insurance company issuing a policy of motor
vehicle liability insurance as required by this section shall
furnish to the insured an insurance card for each motor vehicle at
the time the insurance policy becomes effective. The insurance
card may be furnished in either paper or electronic format as
chosen by the insured. Acceptable electronic formats include
display of electronic images on a cellular phone or any other type
of electronic device. Beginning on July 1, 2013, insurers shall
furnish commercial auto coverage customers with an insurance card
clearly marked with the identifier, "Commercial Auto Insurance" or
"Fleet" or similar language, to reflect that the vehicle is
insured under a commercial auto policy.

(3) Upon stopping a motor vehicle at a roadblock where all
passing motorists are checked as a method to enforce traffic laws

or upon stopping a motor vehicle for any other statutory
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viclation, a law enforcement officer, who is authorized to issue
traffic citations, shall verify that the insurance card required
by this section is in the motor vehicle or is displayed by
electronic image on a cellular phone or other type of electronic
device. However, no driver shall be stopped or detained solely
for the purpose of verifying that the motor vehicle is covered by
liability insurance in the amounts required under Section
63-15-3(j) unless the stop is part of such roadblcck. If the law
enforcement officer uses the verification system created in
Section 63-16-3 and receives a response from the system verifying
that the owner of the motor vehicle has liability insurance in the
amounts required under Section 63-15-3(j), then the officer shall
not issue a citation under this section notwithstanding any
failure to display an insurance card by the owner or operator.

(4) Failure of the owner or the operator of a motor vehicle
to have the insurance card in the motor vehicle, or to display the
insurance card by electronic image on a cellular phone or other
type of electronic device, is a misdemeanor and, upon conviction,

is punishable by a fine of * * * One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) and

suspension of driving privilege for a period of one (1) year or
until the owner of the motor vehicle shows proof of liability
insurance that is in compliance with the liability limits required

by Section 63-15-3(j) and has paid the fines and assessments

imposed and the driver's license reinstatement fees imposed by the

Department of Public Safety. A judge shall determine whether the
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defendant is indigent, and if a determination of indigence is

made, shall authorize the reinstatement of that person's driver's

license upon proof of mandatory liability insurance subject to

compliance with a payment plan for any fines, assessments and/or

fees. Fraudulent use of an insurance card shall be punishable in

accordance with Section 97-7-10. * * * TIf such fines are levied
in a municipal court, * * * the funds from such fines shall be
deposited in the general fund of the municipality. If such fines
are levied in any of the courts of the county, * * * the funds
from such fines shall be deposited in the general fund of the
county. A person convicted of a criminal offense under this

subsection (4) shall not be convicted of a * * * criminal offense

under Section 63-16-13(1) arising from the same incident.

(5) 1If, at the hearing date or the date of payment of the
fine * * * the owner shows proof that such insurance was in effect
at the time of citation, the case shall be dismissed as to the
defendant with prejudice and all court costs shall be waived
against the defendant.

(6) No law enforcement officer may access any function,
feature or other electronic image on a person's cellular phone or
other type of electronic device when enforcing the provisions of
this section except for the electronic image of an insurance card
shown to the officer.

SECTION 2. Section 63-16-13, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:
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63-16-13. (1) If the operator of a motor vehicle being
operated on the public roads, streets or highways of the State of
Mississippi or registered in the State of Mississippi has been
found failing to have motor vehicle liability insurance in at
least the minimum amounts required under Section 63-15-3(j), * * *

it is a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, is punishable by a fine

of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) and suspension of driving

privilege for a period of one (1) year or until the owner of the

motor vehicle shows proof of liability insurance that is in

compliance with the liability limits required by Section

63-15-3(j) and has paid the fines and assessments imposed and the

driver's license reinstatement fees imposed by the Department of

Public Safety. A judge shall determine whether the defendant is

indigent, and if a determination of indigence is made, shall

authorize the reinstatement of that person's driver's license upon

proof of mandatory liability insurance subject to compliance with

a payment plan for any fines, assessments and/or fees. If such

fines are levied in a municipal court, the funds from such fines

shall be deposited in the general fund of the municipality. If

such fines are levied in any of the courts of the county, the

funds from such fines shall be deposited in the general fund of

the county. A person convicted of a * * * criminal offense under

this subsection (1) shall not be convicted of a criminal offense

under Section 63-15-4(4) arising from the same incident.
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(2) (a) There is created in the State Treasury a special
fund to be designated as the "Uninsured Motorist Identification
Fund." The fund shall consist of monies deposited therein as
provided under subsection (1) of this section and monies from any
other source designated for deposit into such fund. Unexpended
amounts remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall
not lapse into the State General Fund, and any interest earned or
investment earnings on amounts in the fund shall be deposited to
the credit of the fund; however, one-half (1/2) of any monies in
excess of the amount needed to defray the expenses and costs of
the verification system created under Section 63-16-3 remaining in
the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall be transferred to * * *

a special fund created in the State Treasury for the purpose of

funding a Highway Patrol Trooper School, and one-half (1/2) of any

monies in excess of the amount needed to defray the expenses and
costs of the verification system created under Section 63-16-3
remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall be
transferred to the Mississippi Trauma Care Systems Fund created
under Section 41-59-75.

(b) Monies in the * * * Uninsured Motorist

Identification Fund may be used by the Department of Public

Safety, upon appropriation by the Legislature, only for the
purpose of defraying expenses and costs for the moctor vehicle
insurance verification system created under Section 63-16-3. In

addition, at any time during a fiscal year, if the Department of
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Public Safety determines that funds in the Law Enforcement
Officers and Fire Fighters Death Benefits Trust Fund created under
Section 45-2-1 are insufficient, the department may request the
State Fiscal Officer to transfer funds from the Uninsured Motorist
Identification Fund. The State Fiscal Officer may make an
appropriate transfer if he determines that the funds in the Law
Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters Death Benefits Trust Fund
are insufficient and the funds in the Uninsured Motorist
Identification Fund will be sufficient for defraying the expenses
and costs for the motor vehicle insurance verification system
created under Section 63-16-3. Monies in the fund used for the
purposes described in this paragraph (b) shall be in addition to
other funds available from any other source for such purposes.

SECTION 3. Section 99-19-73, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

99-19-73. (1) Traffic violations. In addition to any
monetary penalties and any other penalties imposed by law, there
shall be imposed and collected the following state assessment from
each person upon whom a court imposes a fine or other penalty for
any violation in Title 63, Mississippi Code of 1972, except
offenses relating to the Mississippi Implied Consent Law (Section

63-11-1 et seq.) and offenses relating to vehicular parking or

Yaegistration:
FUND AMOUNT
State Court Education Fund ......ouvitiitunennenneennenenan [Deleted]

H. B. No. 325
18/HRZ26/R925G
Page 7



State Prosecutor Education Fund .......ouviveeeeeenennnenns [Deleted]

Vulnerable Persons Training,

Investigation and Prosecution Trust Fund ........... [Deleted]
Child Support Prosecution Trust Fund ........cievveenennn [Deleted]
Driver Training Penalty Assessment Fund .......ccoveee.ns [Deleted]
Law Enforcement Officers Training Fund ......eeeeeennnsas [Deleted]

Spinal Cord and Head Injury Trust Fund

(for gll moving ViIBlLaGions) ciaissmims®s 58 @5 e mESE 6 [Deleted]
Emergency Medical Services Operating Fund ........c0ueu... [Deleted]
Mississippi Leadership Council on Aging Fund ............ [Deleted]

Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters

Death Benefits Trust Fund ... vee it ieenennnnsannens [Deleted]
Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters

Disability Benefits Trust Fund .........oeieeeeennns [Deleted]
State Prosecutor Compensation Fund for the purpose

of providing additional compensation for

district attorneys and their legal assistants ...... [Deleted]
Crisis Intervention Mental Health Fungd cccivivewemswanswe [Deleted]
DEwy SOUrE U cosms o i nsm i@ iR ens i sw s M@ bim i s BRI mE NI ® 3 [Deleted]
Judicial Performance Fund ........ouiiiiiininnnnnnnennnsns [Deleted]
Capital Defense Counsel TR «w e e s e e s wre g mow s 5@ 8 w40 [Deleted]
T 1 aent AP lE BT cas s 5658 5 55 8 58 508 50 5k 5okl Skl Sl 545 50di 108 308 5 [Deleted]
Capital Post-Conviction Counsel Fund .......cvievevennennn [Deleted]
Migbims of Domeghic Violenoe Purd e es e 0 98 509 93 5% 5 %500 § [Deleted]
Public Defenders Education Fund . ... ot in e eeennneenns [Deleted]
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Domestic Violende Training EUNG ::ess 5@ aiwieseimsasasas [Deleted]

Attorney General's Cyber Crime Unif «wowewenwswsmswseses s [Deleted]

Gl lebren's Bafe Center POl swswisi s i s sWs@iei i mins s [Deleted]

DuBard School for Language Disorders Fund ............... [Deleted]

Ehildren's Advoeawy LCenbers Fand cisseswsspusasmsmswnmsss [Deleted]

Judigial Svaten DEsration P ssesesesssinisssaraianes s [Deleted]
GRENERAT FIINLY & v a e on o o o m oo s o e we v om woe i« 5 6 5 6 &S @ 5 e & $ 90...50
(2) Implied Consent Law violations. In addition to any

monetary penalties and any other penalties imposed by law, there
shall be imposed and collected the following state assessment from
each person upon whom a court imposes a fine or any other penalty
for any violation of the Mississippi Implied Consent Law (Section

63-11-1 et seq.):

FUND AMOUNT
Eifie VigEIns"Y -CompenSafion FUBE « v v oww e weow w6 o me oo s w s m 2 [Deleted]
Shate Court EAUCataion PUITA s e o6 ev a6 s 6 & 50 5 65 508 508 6@ 5 @ 5 [Deleted]
State Prosecutor Education Fund .......ceeivvvennsonnnnas [Deleted]

Vulnerable Persons Training,

Investigation and Prosecution Trust Fund ........... [Deleted]
Child Support Prosecution Trust Fund ........ciiievennnn. [Deleted]
Driver Training Pemalty Assessment Funhd sissaswsvensvsvss [Deleted]
Law Enforcement Officers Training Fund .......ceeeweeenn.. [Deleted]
Emergency Medical Services Operating Fund ........cccuu.. [Deleted]
Mississippi Alcohol Safety Education Program Fund ....... [Deleted]
Federal-State Alcohol Program Fund . ... uvviuwennneennennns [Deleted]
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Mississippi Forensics Laboratory

Implied Consent Law Fund .....iiiiininnennnrtnnanenas [Deleted]
Epirs) Cord and Heagd Injury Trust Funltl csememspepesaswnwa [Deleted]
Capital Defense Counsel FUNd ..ot n it eeeennnnenonnesens [Deleted]
Idigent Appeals POl susssssmsamssesa s e s @ 8 &6 5 ¢ 3rs e o9 v s [Deleted]
Capital Pest-Convictish Coungel FUlld ssswemam oy eis ss s ame [Deleted]
Victims of Domestic Violence Fund ....v.uvenennennennenens [Deleted]

Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters

Death Benefits Trust Fund ....uiui ittt eeneeennenns [Deleted]
Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters

Disability Benefits Trust Fund .........cicieecnanns [Deleted]
State Prosecutor Compensation Fund for the purpose

of providing additional compensation for

district attorneys and their legal assistants ...... [Deleted]
Crisis Intervention Mental Health Fund ........c.iviienn. [Deleted]
DEUG CoUrt FUulid sesinsmin i i@ s 8sRimi s e e 0wy mimsns®sa [Deleted]

Statewide Victims' Information and

Nobifloation System Fung cvwswswsme o wne s onesmwememe e [Deleted]
Public Defenders Education Fund .......u i inenneeneenns [Deleted]
Domestic Violence Training Fund ......cciiiiiineeennnnnns [Deleted]
Attorney General's Cyber Crime Unit sewswswowsmemsnasmsnsn [Deleted]

GENERAL FUND it ittt it ittt ien st s annnnesannses S 243.50

(3) Game and Fish Law violations. In addition to any

monetary penalties and any other penalties imposed by law, there

shall be imposed and collected the following state assessment from
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each person upon whom a court imposes a fine or other penalty for

any violation of the game and fish statutes or regulations of this

state:

FUND AMOUNT
StElry Conrt, BdUEatren FUhtl sscissssusmisididigiaiaimsmsns [Deleted]
State Prosecutor Education Fund ........oe i eernneeernas [Deleted]

Vulnerable Persons Training,

Investigation and Prosecution Trust Fund ........... [Deleted]
Law Enfercement Officers Traimirg Pund oceses vemwsoswsws s [Deleted]
Hunter Education and Training Program Fund .............. [Deleted]

Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters

Death Bermelibs Trust FWE wse we v e s om ve sm s s wigs@s@n [Deleted]
Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters

Disability Benefits Trust Fund ......cciiiiieeennn. [Deleted]
State Prosecutor Compensation Fund for the purpose

of providing additional compensation for district

attorneys and their legal asslstants «.c.eesswsswms [Deleted]
Crisis Intervention Mental Health Fund .................. [Deleted]
Drug Court Fund ... .ci ittt eeeeeeeannnenassassassacsnsns [Deleted]
Capital Defense Coungel FPand susussswsmsnsmsmsmessssoewas [Deleted]
Indigent AOpeals Fillld cisernsvesnimesensnsnsnsnenassssnindi [Deleted]
Capital Post-Conviction Counsel Fund ......cciiiiennanan [Deleted]
Vickims of Domestic Viglenee FUund siwswiasmss vms s smesss [Deleted]
Public Defenders Education Fund ......iiiiiiiieeennonnnas [Deleted]
Noizstie Vialebee Tradndng Fand o cvivininvivimiminowsmeman [Deleted]
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Attorney General's Cyber Crime Unit ......ciiviiinnnennnn [Deleted]

CGENERRAT BILINEL e i on were mmes we oo w0 e v e o 0 s 0 5 0 5 & 00 @ 50 & 95 & 5 & 05 1 & S 89.00

(4) [Deleted]

(5) Speeding, reckless and careless driving violations. 1In
addition to any assessment imposed under subsection (1) or (2) of
this section, there shall be imposed and collected the following
state assessment from each person upon whom a court imposes a fine
or other penalty for driving a vehicle on a road or highway:

(a) At a speed that exceeds the posted speed limit by
at least ten (10) miles per hour but not more than twenty (20)
mldes per MUY ssvraimr @ re meNENi MR isi i RIS e ISR W e $10.00
(b) At a speed that exceeds the posted speed limit by
at least twenty (20) miles per hour but not more than thirty (30)
Wil PET UL s s i@ b bs S5 B S BN s DS T S 8 05 bbb £ 0 e 5 20 & it $20.00
(c) At a speed that exceeds the posted speed limit by
thirty (20) miles per DOUL OF MOTS ysswimes s w6 ns e s s o6 w5 @ 68 $30.00
(d) In wviclation of Section 63-3-1201, which is the
affelie of telkles AriMing conimimsmrmosm e mew pm e we iy w o8 E% K E $10.00
() In violation of Section 63-3-1213, which is the
offense of careless Ariving ....uii ittt eneenns $10.00

All assessments collected under this subsection shall be
deposited into the State General Fund.

(6) Other misdemeanors. In addition to any monetary
penalties and any other penalties imposed by law, there shall be

imposed and collected the following state assessment from each
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person upon whom a court imposes a fine or other penalty for any
misdemeanor violation not specified in subsection (1), (2) or (3)

of this section, except offenses relating to vehicular parking or

registration:

FUND AMOUNT
Crime Victims' Compensation Fund ......eeeevuerereeenenns [Deleted]
Btabe Court Educabilem FMIE: r ww e o w o e w s s 5 50 6 w0 e o 50w 5 e s s [Deleted]
State Prosecutor Education Fund ... ..c.ciuiiiiaanassnssnsss [Deleted]

Vulnerable Persons Training, Investigation

grid Prosecubtion Trust Fung s:sissmipimimomememswswss [Deleted]
Child Support Prosecution Trust Fund .......civveeeenenns [Deleted]
Law Enforcement Officers Training Fund .....ccvievivnans [Deleted]
Capital Defense Counsel Fund ...vioviienenernnnoesasnsaess [Deleted]
Indigent Appeals Fund ........ouiiiennenneenneeinonsneansas [Deleted]
Capltal Peogst=Conviction Counsel Fuld swinswswsmimivisines [Deleted]
Victims of Domestic Violence Fund ........ueeeeininnnnenn [Deleted]
Stabte Crime BLopDers Fullll o v weme o w e oomnm s wnmeom s msm e xwn [Deleted]

Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters

Death Benefits Trust Fund ....coivinsnsoocananssnnss [Deleted]
Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters

Disability Benefits Trust Fund ... ievivvenaasonnnas [Deleted]
State Prosecutor Compensation Fund for the purpose

of providing additional compensation for

district attorneys and their legal assistants ...... [Deleted]

Crisis Intervention Mental Health Fund ..........c0.co... [Deleted]
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Drug Court Fund ... ......iiiiiiieinieennrennnreeneneennans [Deleted]
Judicial Performance FUNA .« . e e e ettt eenerenneteennans [Deleted]

Statewide Victims' Information and

Notification System Fund ........ciiiiiiiiiiiinnannnn [Deleted]
Public Defenders BEdutatlon PUBE coseomemomemns i sy ms s e es [Deleted]
Domestic Violence Training Fund ......iiieitennnnnnnnanns [Deleted]
Attorngy ‘General's Cyber Crime UNIE suw e sowwm s o e o 8w s o s [Deleted]
Information Exchange Network Fund ........c.uuiiuenennnnns [Deleted]
Moteorcydle Officer Training U . o vwsw s wm s om s w s w s w e s [Deleted]
Caivil Legal Assistance FUm aseses e s se 5@ ses@s s @smeesey [Deleted]
Justice Court Collections Fund .......oviiiitennernnnnnnns [Deleted]
Municipal Court Collections Fund ........eeuwereennneennns [Deleted]

GENBERAL BEUND sweswiniairsimiBimipsiidasnssdsss@insmimies $121.75

(7) Other felonies. In addition to any monetary penalties
and any other penalties imposed by law, there shall be imposed and
collected the following state assessment from each person upon
whom a court imposes a fine or other penalty for any felony

vioclation not specified in subsection (1), (2) or (3) of this

section:

FUND AMOUNT
Crime Victime' Compergsatien Pund csevsnsssasvivineneswans [Deleted]
State Court Education Fund .....oeeovi it it tnenenennnnnnnnss [Deleted]
State Prosecubor Educabion Pund waweoeswsesms asmews omsmsas [Deleted]

Vulnerable Persons Training, Investigation

and Prosecution TrusSt FuUNd v ii ittt eeeenernneenns [Deleted]
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Child Support Prosecution Trust Fund .......ceveevennnnnn [Deleted]

Law Enforcement Officers Training Fund .................. [Deleted)]
Capital Defenge Counsel Fund jssssivisssisspsoyes oy esigess [Deleted]
Indigent Appeals Fund ...iiiiinininietnenrnrneneennnsns [Deleted]
Capital Post-Conviction Counsel Fund ......viiiieennnnnn. [Deleted]
Victims of Domestic Violence FUund .. .vviei it eennnnnnn [Deleted]
Criminal Justice Fund «..uiitintnntintteetneinenenenenns [Deleted]

Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters

Death Benefits Trust Fund ........couu i innennn. [Deleted]
Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters

Digability Benef1Tts TEast Fiulld cisisisisssinininssis [Deleted]
State Prosecutor Compensation Fund for the purpose

of providing additional compensation for

district attorneys and their legal assistants ...... [Deleted]
Crisis Intervention Mental Health Fund .................. [Deleted]
Drag Eomrlt Pumd sussswmsnenisimig s s s iR BN Nimem i@ w5 [Deleted]

Statewide Victims' Information and

Notification System Fund ........iiiiiniennnnennnns [Deleted]
Pulblic Defenders Bducabion Pund cseisissmssipiasmigswine [Deleted]
Domestic Violence Training Fund ........c.ciiiiiinnnnnnnnn [Deleted]
Attorney General's Cyber Craime UBilL svoswsossimiasimimstey [Deleted]
Forensics Laboratory DNA Identification System Fund ..... [Deleted]

CENFRAT BIINTY o i o m v oo 00 o me e i v o v s ¢ s o0 o 05 %06 o0 3 0 3 90 8 00 8 50 3 2 $280.50

(8) MAdditional assessments on certain violations:
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(a) Railroad crossing violations. In addition to any
monetary penalties and any other penalties imposed by law, there
shall be imposed and collected the following state assessment in
addition to all other state assessments due under this section
from each person upon whom a court imposes a fine or other penalty
for any violation involving railroad crossings under Section
37—4l-58, B3-3-1007, B3-3-1008%, &3-3-101l, 63-3-1013 sxr 771~3~249:

Operation Lifemaver Fuld isss s vese s mss ¥ 0w e u % &8 68§ 5 5 4 $25.00

(b) Drug vieclations. In addition to any monetary
penalties and any other penalties imposed by law, there shall be
imposed and collected the following state assessment in addition
to all other state assessments due under this section from each
person upon whom a court imposes a fine or other penalty for any
vioclation of Section 41-29-139:

Drug Evidence Disposition Fund ..........ciiiiiinnannn. $25.00

(c) Motor vehicle liability insurance violations. 1In

addition to any monetary penalties and any other penalties imposed

by law, there shall be imposed and collected the following state

assessment in addition to all other state assessments due under

this section from each person upon whom a court imposes a fine or

other penalty for any violation of Section 63-15-4(4) or Section

63=16-13(1)%

Uninsured Motorist Identification Fund:

Plrest OETenS@e i on o woe wie oo w6 6 ¢ 608 508 5% 5 6 56 5@ & 4 S200.00

Second OffeNSE. . vttt it ittt e e e $300.00
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Third or subsequent offense.................. $400.00

(9) If a fine or other penalty imposed is suspended, in
whole or in part, such suspension shall not affect the state
assessment under this section. No state assessment imposed under
the provisions of this section may be suspended or reduced by the
court.

(10) (a) After a determination by the court of the amount
due, it shall be the duty of the clerk of the court to promptly
collect all state assessments imposed under the provisions of this
section. The state assessments imposed under the provisions of
this section may not be paid by perscnal check.

(b) It shall be the duty of the chancery clerk of each
county to deposit all state assessments collected in the circuit,
county and justice courts in the county on a monthly basis with
the State Treasurer pursuant to appropriate procedures established
by the State Auditor. The chancery clerk shall make a monthly
lump-sum deposit of the total state assessments collected in the
circuit, county and justice courts in the county under this
section, and shall report to the Department of Finance and
Administration the total number of violations under each
subsection for which state assessments were collected in the
circuit, county and justice courts in the county during that
month.

(c) It shall be the duty of the municipal clerk of each

municipality to deposit all the state assessments collected in the
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municipal court in the municipality on a monthly basis with the
State Treasurer pursuant to appropriate procedures established by
the State Auditor. The municipal clerk shall make a monthly
lump-sum deposit of the total state assessments collected in the
municipal court in the municipality under this section, and shall
report to the Department of Finance and Administration the total
number of violations under each subsection for which state
assessments were collected in the municipal court in the
municipality during that month.

(11) It shall be the duty of the Department of Finance and
Administration to deposit on a monthly basis all state assessments
into the State General Fund or proper special fund in the State
Treasury. The Department of Finance and Administration shall
issue regulations providing for the proper allocation of these
funds.

(12) The State Auditor shall establish by regulation
procedures for refunds of state assessments, including refunds
associated with assessments imposed before July 1, 1990, and
refunds after appeals in which the defendant's conviction is
reversed. The Auditor shall provide in the regulations for
certification of eligibility for refunds and may require the
defendant seeking a refund to submit a verified copy of a court
order or abstract by which the defendant is entitled to a refund.
All refunds of state assessments shall be made in accordance with

the procedures established by the Auditor.
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SECTION 4. Section 63-16-5, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:

63-16-5. (1) A law enforcement officer or authorized
employee of a law enforcement agency may, during the course of a
traffic stop or accident investigation, access the verification
system established under Section 63-16-3 to verify whether a motor
vehicle is covered by a valid motor vehicle liability policy in at
least the minimum amounts required under Section 63-15-3(7j).

(2) The response received from the system supersedes an
insurance card produced by a motor vehicle operator, and
notwithstanding the display of an insurance card by the operator,
the law enforcement officer may issue a complaint and notice to
appear to the operator for a violation of the Mississippi Motor
Vehicle Safety-Responsibility Law. A law enforcement officer may
exercise discretion in issuing a citation during the first sixty
(60) days after proof of temporary insurance is issued by an
insurance company, if the verification system shows that the
insured's policy is expired and the operator provides proof of
insurance with a new insurance company or a new insurance card.

(3) Except upon reasonable cause to believe that a driver
has violated another traffic regulation or that the driver's motor
vehicle is unsafe or not equipped as required by law, a law
enforcement officer may not use the verification system to stop a

driver for operating a motor vehicle in violation of this chapter.
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SECTION 5.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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